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ENVIRONMENTAL FLOWS MANAGEMENT 
Science shows that salmon and O. mykiss populations can be 
significantly improved by modifying the timing of river flow 
requirements. To manage the environmental flow, proposed 
releases from Don Pedro Reservoir at La Grange Diversion Dam 
are designed to improve habitat conditions for targeted species’ 
various life stages. 

Diverting water for irrigation purposes at the infiltration galleries 
allows additional water to flow from La Grange to benefit 
Tuolumne River cold-water fisheries, notably O. mykiss, while at 
the same time protecting the Districts’ water supplies. This new 
diversion option for irrigation ensures a balance and sustainable 
use of the resources the Districts are entrusted with.
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RECREATIONAL IMPROVEMENTS 
Boating is a popular recreational activity on the Tuolumne River: 
whitewater boating above Wards Ferry Bridge and canoeing and 
kayaking in the lower river. Recreational improvements include 
construction of a raft take-out deck above Wards Ferry Bridge to 
accommodate rafting activities. 

RESOURCES PROTECTION 
The Districts will implement measures to protect cultural 
and natural resources associated with the Don Pedro Project.  
Recommended measures include management plans for historical 
properties, vegetation, bald eagle and wildlife monitoring, land 
and endangered species protection.



HABITAT MANAGEMENT
Improvements to existing river habitat will increase fish-spawning 
habitat quality, capacity and productivity. Proposed measures 
include a gravel augmentation program, experimental gravel 
cleaning, increased habitat complexity through site-specific 
enhancements and water hyacinth removal on the lower river. 
 
The first 10-year phase of habitat management could 
contribute approximately 75,000 tons of coarse sediment—
compared to an 8,000-ton loss sustained over 8 years between 
2005 and 2012.

RESTORATION HATCHERY 
With the goal of protecting, improving and maintaining  
a Tuolumne River fall-run Chinook salmon population, the  
Districts propose building a hatchery—in conjunction with  
and to be operated by the California Department of Fish and  
Wildlife—below La Grange Diversion Dam. 

This restoration hatchery would support the protection  
and expansion of a Tuolumne River fall-run Chinook  
population and ultimately reduce the overall percentage of strays 
in the Tuolumne River.
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